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marched to the defence of New York, which he knew would
be the first object of attack. With enormous difficulty he had
kept together an army of 17,000 men, but of these some 7,000
were down with sickness, and the others were ill-armed and
undisciplined. Nevertheless, Washington hastened to throw
up defensive works on Brooklyn heights which commanded
the city, and sent a strong body of troops, under General
Green, to Long Island, guarding the entrance to the harbour.
When August came, Washington found himself faced with
overwhelming odds. Sir William Howe, with an army of
31,000 men, and backed by a powerful fleet with heavy
cannon and ample ammunition, threatened the Americans on
Long Island with destruction. Green, the most skilful officer
in Washington's service, was down with fever, and his com-
mand had been taken over by a subordinate and less capable
leader named Sullivan. On August 27, the British men-of-war
opened fire on the American defences, and a powerful body of
English and Hessian troops succeeded in landing on Long
Island, and after desperate fighting completely hemmed in
Sullivan and his men on all sides. The Americans made a
gallant stand, but they were outnumbered by four to one, and
- swept by a cross-fire. When nearly 1,000 men had been
killed and wounded, the remaining 1,077 were forced to
surrender.

Washington, who had witnessed the defeat with intense
anguish, soon found his own army at Brooklyn threatened
by the British fleet trying to get round his position at the rear,
while Howe's army was preparing for a tremendous assault
upon his front. It seemed as if the Americans were doomed.
But that night, with a stroke of genius, Washington defeated
the British plan by embarking all his men in small boats and
carrying them across the channel to New York. It was a
retreat more masterly in its successful achievement than many
~a victory, for it was no easy thing to embark 9,000 men within,
gunshot of an army, and under the shadow of a large fleet, and
to carry them across a strong tide without raising the alarm.